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CORRESPONDING  WITH  US 


Besides  written  correspondence  and  telephone  calls,  we  can  be  reached  by  facsimile  (fax) 
machine  and  by  electronic  mail  (e-mail).  Any  of  these  methods  are  acceptable  for 
responding  to  information  requests  you  receive  from  us.  Also,  we  always  welcome  your 
comments,  questions,  and  concerns. 

When  using  e-mail,  please  use  the  message  part  of  the  e-mail  to  include  any  documents  that 
would  normally  be  attachments.  This  may  help  ensure  the  transmitted  information  is 
readable  when  we  receive  it.  We  haye  had  less  than  favorable  results  in  receiving 
attachments  to  e-mail.  If  you  must  send  attachments,  we  would  recommend  that  you 
convert  them  to  DOS  ASCII  format  first.  Most  word  processing  programs  can  save 
documents  as  DOS  ASCII  text. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  our  staff  members,  their  telephone  numbers,  and  e-mail  addresses. 
Also  shown  are  the  telephone  numbers  for  the  fax  machines  in  the  Regulatory  and  Testing 
Sections: 


HEADQUARTERS  SECTION,  Room  209 
FAX  301-504-5454 


TESTING  SECTION,  Room  213 
FAX  301-504-8098 


James  P.  Triplitt,  Chief 
301-504-9237 
James_P_T  riplitt@usda.gov 

Jeri  Irwin,  Secretary/Seed  Marketing  Assistant 

301-504-9430 

Jeri_FJrwin@usda.gov 

REGULATORY  SECTION,  Room  209 
FAX  301-504-5454 

Don  Dreyer 

Seed  Marketing  Specialist-Northeastern  Region 

301-504-9188 

Louis_D_Dreyer@usda.gov 

Jonathan  Farmer 

Seed  Marketing  Specialist-Western  Region/ 

Computer  Administrator 

301-504-8183 

Jonathan_E_Farmer@usda.gov 
Steve  Hurst 

Seed  Marketing  Specialist-North  Central  Region 

301-504-9356 

Steve_J_Hurst@usda.gov 

Harold  Laswell 

Seed  Marketing  Specialist— Southern  Region 

301-504-8426 

Harold  W  Laswell@usda.gov 


Dr.  Richard  C.  Payne 

Assistant  Chief/Laboratory  Supervisor 

301-504-8089 

Richard_C_Payne@usda.gov 

Susan  Haney,  Secretary 

301-504-8089 

Susan_S_Haney@usda.gov 

Barbara  Howdershell 
Office  Automation  Clerk 
301-504-8089 

Barbara_A_Howdershell@usda.gov 

Leigh  Wiltison-Allen 

Biological  Laboratory  Technician/ 

Reserve  Seed  Collection  Coordinator 

301-504-9189 

Leigh_A_Wiltison@usda.gov 

David  Bitzel,  Botanist 

301-504-8177 

David_F_Bitzel@usda.gov 

Susan  Maxon,  Botanist 

301-504-8089 

Susan_R_Maxon@usda.gov 

Jim  Schoen,  Botanist 

301-504-8344 

James_F_Schoen@usda.gov 

Al  Burgoon 

Horticulturist/Variety  Specialist 

301-504-8138 

AI_C_Burgoon@usda.gov 
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ISTA  INTERCONVENTION  MEETING 


Dr.  Richard  C.  Payne  of  the  Seed  Regulatory  and  Testing  Branch  (SRTB)  attended  the 
International  Seed  Testing  Association  (ISTA)  Interconvention  Meeting  in  Budapest, 

Hungary,  from  April  6  through  1 1,  1997.  The  Interconvention  Meeting,  held  one  year  prior 
to  the  triennial  ISTA  Congress,  Is  attended  by  the  ISTA  Executive  Committee  and 
chairpersons  of  the  ISTA  Technical  Committees. 

This  meeting  serves  as  a  planning  session  for  various  ISTA  activities.  Among  the  items 
discussed  were  the  following:  (1)  ISTA's  quality  assurance  program  and  plans  for 
reaccrediting  existing  member  laboratories;  (2)  plans  for  the  next  ISTA  Congress  to  be  held 
in  Pretoria,  South  Africa,  in  April  1998;  (3)  progress  reports  of  technical  committee 
activities;  (4)  steps  that  could  be  taken  to  make  the  technical  committee  more  productive; 

(5)  harmonization  of  the  ISTA  and  Association  of  Official  Seed  Analyst  rules  for  testing 
seed;  and  (6)  possible  rule  proposals  to  be  voted  on  by  the  ISTA  members  at  the  1998  ISTA 
Congress.  The  proposals  include  the  accelerated  aging  test  for  soybean  and  the 
conductivity  test  for  peas  as  well  as  limiting  to  thirty  the  maximum  number  of  primary 
samples  that  must  be  drawn  from  a  seed  lot. 

FEDERAL  SEED  SCHOOL  HELD 

The  SRTB  conducted  a  Federal  Seed  School  in  Beltsville,  MD,  during  the  week  of 
April  21-25,  1997.  Botanists  David  BItzel  and  Susan  Maxon  of  the  SRTB's  Testing  Section 
provided  instruction  to  21  seed  analysts  during  the  week-long  course.  Besides  the  14 
participants  who  came  from  seed  laboratories  of  6  State  departments  of  agriculture  (Hawaii, 
Maryland,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia)  and  SRTB  laboratory 
technician  Leigh  Wiltison-Allen,  participants  included  5  seed  analysts  from  4  commercial 
seed  laboratories  located  in  3  states  (Idaho,  Illinois,  and  Texas)  and  a  member  of  the  staff 
from  Alabama  A  &  M  University.  The  topics  taught  were  selected  to  suit  the  interests  of 
the  participants  and  included  purity  testing,  seed  identification,  noxious-weed  seed 
examination,  tetrazolium  testing,  and  germination  testing  of  species  commonly  tested  by  the 
participating  laboratories. 

We  regularly  provide  training  for  seed  analysts  as  part  of  our  function  to  promote  uniformity 
in  seed  testing  under  the  FSA.  If  you  are  interested  in  being  host  to  a  future  seed  school, 
please  contact  Dr.  Richard  C.  Payne  (301-504-8089). 
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INSPECTOR  TRAINING  WORKSHOPS 


As  part  of  a  two-day  seed  inspector  workshop  held  by  the  Utah  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  their  inspectors  and  other  seed  regulatory  officials,  the  SRTB  conducted  a  training 
session  explaining  the  Federal  Seed  Act  (FSA)  and  the  cooperative  relationship  between 
State  and  Federal  seed  regulatory  programs.  The  training  workshop  was  held  in  Salt  Lake 
City  on  March  18  and  19,  1997.  Twenty  inspectors  and  officials  from  Utah's  program 
attended. 

The  Oklahoma  Department  of  Agriculture  conducted  inspector  training  sessions  on  March  25 
and  26,  1997,  in  Henryetta  and  Weatherford,  OK.  At  each  location,  the  SRTB  conducted 
training  explaining  the  FSA  and  the  cooperative  Federal/State  relationship.  A  total  of  32 
inspectors  and  officials  from  the  Oklahoma  seed  program  attended  1  of  the  2  training 
sessions. 

Our  part  of  the  programs  included  an  open-forum  slide  presentation  covering  sampling 
procedures  that  comply  with  FSA  requirements,  an  overview  of  the  FSA,  seed  labeling 
requirements,  documentation  needed  for  the  SRTB  to  process  FSA  complaints,  and  the 
types  of  enforcement  actions  the  SRTB  takes  under  the  FSA.  The  effect  on  seed 
enforcement  of  the  1994  amendments  to  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act  was  explained. 
Handouts  were  given  to  each  participant  which  further  explained  the  topics  covered  in  the 
verbal  presentation. 

The  States  and  USDA  participate  in  seed  regulatory  enforcement  by  virtue  of  a  Federal/State 
Cooperative  Agreement.  The  SRTB  relies  heavily  on  the  States  for  sampling  and  testing  of 
Interstate  shipments  of  agricultural  and  vegetable  seeds.  Each  inspector’s  performance  is 
critical  to  the  success  of  the  cooperative  program. 

For  information  about  inspection  training,  please  contact  the  seed  marketing  specialist 
assigned  to  your  region.  That  information  is  shown  on  page  one. 
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RYEGRASS  FLUORESCENCE  LIST 


This  is  the  ryegrass  fluorescence  list  from  the  National  Grass  Variety  Review  Board 
(NGVRB).  The  NGVRB  has  added  6  experimental  perennial  ryegrasses  to  the  list  since  our 
last  issue. 


Perennial 

Percent 

Perennial 

Percent 

Perennial 

Percent 

Ryegrass 

Varietal 

Ryegrass 

Varietal 

Ryegrass 

Varietal 

Variety  Name 

Fluorescence 

Variety  Name 

FluQfggcgnce 

Variety  Name 

Fluorescence 

2CB 

1 .97% 

Gettysburg 

2.74% 

Sherwood 

1 .08% 

89-90 

2.15% 

Greenland 

1 .20% 

Shining  Star 

0.10% 

90-14  ^ 

7.12% 

Grimalda 

2.00% 

Stallion  Select 

2.37% 

246 

0.27% 

Imagine 

1.31% 

Stardance  ^ 

1 .90% 

856 

0.87% 

Koos  90-2  ^ 

3.85% 

Statesman 

1 .27% 

Accent 

0.56% 

•LRF-94-B6  (Prelude  III) 

^  0.59% 

Statesman  II 

3.10% 

Accolade 

4.83% 

•LRF-94-C8  ’ 

0.64% 

Target 

3.28% 

Accord 

4.08% 

•LRF-94-B7E  ’ 

0.65% 

Tonga 

1 1 .53% 

Achiever 

0.93% 

•LRF-94-MPRH  (Palmer  (II)  ’  0.23% 

Top  Hat 

0.77% 

Advent 

0.14% 

•LRF-94-C7  ^ 

0.80% 

Topeka 

2.34% 

Affinity 

0.77% 

Laredo  ’ 

0.53% 

Vantage 

2.19% 

Agresso 

2.00% 

Legacy 

0.37% 

Wind  Star 

0.47% 

All  Star 

0.47% 

Lindsay 

1 .72% 

Wizard 

2.57% 

Allaire  II 

1.15% 

Linn 

5.00% 

Yorktown  III 

1 .42% 

APM 

0.59% 

Lowgrow 

1.31% 

Aquarius 

0.97% 

*MB43  (Majesty)  ^ 

1.59% 

Annual 

Percent 

Assure 

0.72% 

Magic 

1.21% 

Ryegrass 

Varietal 

Bedford 

1 .40% 

Manhattan  II 

0.65% 

Variety  Name 

Fluorescence 

Blackhawk  ^ 

1.17% 

Manhattan  3 

0.88% 

Blazer  III 

1.18% 

Morningstar 

0.87% 

Florida  80 

98.89% 

Boardwalk 

2.72% 

Mulligan 

1 .86% 

Grazer 

99.78% 

Breeze 

1.57% 

Navajo 

0.37% 

Gulf 

99.02% 

Brightstar 

1 .79% 

Newlinn  ^ 

5.85% 

Jackson 

98.80% 

Buccaneer 

2.01% 

NightHawk 

1 .39% 

Marshall 

96.00% 

C-21  ^ 

6.28% 

Nobility 

3.26% 

Rio  ’ 

98.97% 

Caliente 

0.74% 

Nomad 

1 .03% 

Surrey 

98.91% 

Calypso 

1.29% 

Nova 

1 .00% 

TAM  90 

98.45% 

Calypso  II 

0.47% 

Omega  3  ^ 

0.73% 

Catalina  ^ 

3.18% 

Omni 

0.51% 

Cathedral 

0.85% 

Pageant 

2.22% 

^  Experimental  Designation  and/or 

Charisma 

2.39% 

Palmer 

1 .04% 

Variety 

Chattam  ^ 

2.11% 

Palmer  II 

1.51% 

Citation  III  ^ 

0.96% 

Passport 

1 .06% 

*Added  this  issue 

Commander 

1 .02% 

Patriot  II 

0.42% 

Cutter 

1 .65% 

Pegasus  ^ 

2.41% 

Dancer 

0.78% 

Pennant 

0.50% 

Dandy 

2.00% 

Pleasure 

1 .42% 

Delaware  Dwarf 

0.61% 

PR8820 

0.79% 

Derby  Supreme 

2.85% 

Prelude 

1.72% 

Dillon 

4.14% 

Prelude  II 

2.25% 

Divine 

3.09% 

Prizm 

0.71% 

Edge 

1 .73% 

Quickstart 

0.18% 

Elegance 

1.51% 

Regency 

0.99% 

Elf 

0.75% 

Repell 

0.33% 

Elite 

4.84% 

Repell  II 

1.56% 

Envy 

0.22% 

Reveille 

2.00% 

Equal 

1.98% 

Riviera 

0.58% 

Evening  Shade 

1.17% 

Riviera  II 

1 .08% 

Excel 

1.53% 

Rodeo  II 

2.47% 

Express 

1 .00% 

SR  4100 

0.37% 

Fiesta  II 

1.14% 

SR  4200 

0.34% 

Gator 

0.88% 

Seville 

0.33% 
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FEDERAL  SEED  ACT  CASES  SETTLED 


Listed  below  are  cases  settled  under  the  FSA  from  January  1  through  March  31,  1997.  All 

cases  were  settled  administratively.  Under  the  administrative  settlement  procedure,  the 

SRTB  and  the  firms  agreed  to  settle  the  cases  for  the  amount  specified  with  the  firms 

neither  admitting  nor  denying  the  charges: 

•  Advance  Seed  Company,  Fulton,  KY,  has  paid  $1000  for  a  case  involving  5  shipments  of 
seed.  The  alleged  violations,  while  not  the  same  for  all  shipments,  were  false  labeling  as 
to  the  variety  name  and  failure  to  show  required  information  for  a  seed  component  in  a 
vegetable  mixture,  failure  to  properly  label  vegetable  seed  germinating  “less-than- 
standard,”  and  false  labeling  as  to  germination  percentage  and  test  date.  Seed  regulatory 
officials  in  Arizona,  Oklahoma,  and  Virginia  cooperated  in  the  initial  sampling  and 
inspection. 

•  AMPAC  Seed  Company,  Tangent,  OR,  has  paid  $800  for  a  case  involving  3  shipments  of 
seed.  The  alleged  violations,  while  not  the  same  for  all  shipments,  were  false  labeling  as 
to  purity  and  noxious-weed  seeds  and  failure  to  show  the  required  labeling  for  a  seed 
component.  Seed  regulatory  officials  in  Missouri,  Nebraska,  and  Virginia  cooperated  in 
the  initial  sampling  and  inspection. 

•  Farmer's  Gin  Company,  Clinton,  KY,  has  paid  $1200  for  a  case  involving  6  shipments  of 
seed.  The  alleged  violation,  for  each  shipment,  was  sale  of  non-certified  seed  of  a 
protected  variety  requiring  certification.  Seed  regulatory  officials  in  Kentucky  cooperated 
in  the  initial  sampling  and  Inspection. 

•  Ferry-Morse  Seed  Company,  Modesto,  CA,  has  paid  $300  for  a  case  involving  a  shipment 
of  seed.  The  alleged  violations  were  false  labeling  as  to  variety  name  and  failure  to  keep 
required  records.  Seed  regulatory  officials  in  Texas  cooperated  in  the  initial  sampling  and 
inspection. 

•  Clean  Seed  Company,  Clean,  MC,  has  paid  $1650  for  a  case  involving  5  shipments  of 
seed.  The  alleged  violations,  while  not  the  same  for  all  shipments,  were  false  noxious- 
weed  seed  labeling  and  failure  to  label  the  presence  of  noxious-weed  seeds  and  to  keep 
required  records.  Seed  regulatory  officials  in  Alabama,  Illinois,  and  North  Carolina 
cooperated  in  the  initial  sampling  and  inspection. 

•  The  Sexauer  Company,  Brookings,  SD,  has  paid  $1650  for  a  case  involving  5  shipments 
of  seed.  The  alleged  violations,  while  not  the  same  for  all  shipments,  were  mislabeling 
noxious-weed  seeds  and  purity  factor  totals,  false  purity  and  variety  labeling,  and  failure 
to  label  the  name  and  required  information  for  a  seed  component.  Seed  regulatory 
officials  in  Maryland,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia  cooperated  in  the  initial 
sampling  and  inspection. 

•  Willamette  Seed  Company,  Albany,  CR,  has  paid  $900  for  a  case  involving  3  shipments 
of  seed.  The  alleged  violation  for  all  shipments  was  false  purity  labeling.  Seed  regulatory 
officials  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri  cooperated  in  the  initial  sampling  and  inspection. 
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Items  of  Interest  in  Seed  Control— Spring  1997 
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The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of 
race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  and  marital  or  familial  status. 
(Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means 
for  communication  of  program  information  (braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA's 
TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint,  write  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  DC 
20250,  or  call  (800)  245-6340  (voice)  or  (202)  720-1127  (TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  employment 
opportunity  employer. 


